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The Boston Indicators Project

coordinated by the Boston Foundation with the City of
Boston and the Metropolitan Area Planning Council

ITS GOALS ARE TO:

1. To democratize access
to data & information:;

2. To foster informed public
discourse;

3. To track progress on
shared civic goals.

The Boston Foundation
Information. Innovation. Impact.

MISSION:As Gr eater Bostonds comm
the Boston Foundation devotes its resources to
building and sustaining a vital, prosperous city and
region, where justice and opportunity are extended
to everyone. We fulfill this mission in 3 principal ways:

1. Making grants to nonprofit organizations and designing
special funding initiativest o addr ess t hi s
critical challenges;

2. Working in partnership with donors and other funders to
achieve high-impact philanthropy; and

3. Serving as a civic hub and center of information, where
ideas are shared, levers for change are identified, and
common agendas for the future are developed.

www.bostonindicators.org

7/16/2009



What is an indicator?

Indicators are measures selected for their
special meaning in that they:

AReflect and express community values, interests,
goals

ACreate common ground for dialogue and discourse

AProvide a shared ficontainer (
information, research and knowledge

AFoster systemic thinking and collaborative strategies

www.bostonindicators.org

The Project has a longer time frame
than a political cycled through 2030--
and 2 tracks: Data and a Civic Agenda

Civic Agenda
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% \ Long
Project | 1stReport S 2002 &= 2004 @& 2006 g Term

Launch Vision

Indicators Data &
Reports

eport e v

7/16/2009



The Project tracks change and progress in 10
primary sectorsuasad

PRIMARY SECTORS

1. Civic Vitality CROSS-CUTTING SECTORS:
2. Cultural Life & the Arts

3. Economy A Boston Neighborhoods
4. Education A Children & Youth

5. Environment A Race & Ethnicity

6. Health A Sustainability

7. Housing A Competitiveness

8. Public Safety

9. Technology

10.Transportation

www.bostonindicators.org

The Project has also issued a biennial

Boston Indicators Report since 2000

2000: The Wisdom of Our 2005: Thinking Locally and
Choices: Change, Progress Globally: A Regional Wake Up Call

and Sustainability -T h e fi t a |-l®tensifyfing competition in from other

two citieso erell ecys andfglodalltegiont; e sudden

knowledge economy on those loss of iconic corporations; festering

with & without a good educatign internal challenges; public education,

during Bostonés eiﬁcgnpe?ngaha(ﬁty,sﬁ)egltﬂ t%nds, lack

of the fcoll abor a

2003: Creativity & Innovation: A
Bridge to the Future 7 Boston a
3-legged stool of assets:

Emerging Civic Agenda

institutional & natural 2007: A Time Like No Other:
infrastructure; culture and Charting the Course of the Next
practice of innovation; high- Revolution T the regional impact of
skilled human capital, BUT, intensifying global forces; crisis and
young adults choosing other US opportunity pairs

regions because of high costs,
other factors; need for
homegrown talent development,
talent retention, new leadership
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A Time Like No Other

Every day, Boston
registers the local
impact of global
forceseé

i Unprecedented
global population
growth

i Technological
transformation

i Economic
globalization

T Global energy
demand

i Global climate
change

Global population growth through 2050:

most in Asia & Africa, least in Europe

& North America
World Population 1950-2050
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Source: US Census Bureau International Data Base

www.bostonindicators.org
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Greater Boston, Racial/Ethnic Concentration, by Census Tract, 2000

Racial-Ethnic Separation/
Global Connectivity
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Source: US Census, Boston Metro = Boston Consolidated Metro Statistical Area

www.bostonindicators.org

Bostonds birthrate ha

across all racial/ethnic groups
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Births by Race/Ethnicity, Boston, 1989-2005 Children under 18 by Race, Boston
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www.bostonindicators.org
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Withdramaticc ont rasts bet wee

children and children of color

Households with Children,
Percent with Income less than
$25,000 and more than $100,000,
by Race/Ethnicity Boston
20086
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Source: US Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey
Racial categories do not include Latinos.

www.bostonindicators.org

These racial/ethnic disparities translate into
geographic, or neighborhood, inequities

Low Birthweight Births, Household Food Insecurity,
by Race/Ethnicity, Boston Boston Zip Codes
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Source: Children's Sentinel Nutrition Assessment Program
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Through 2030, Boston is projected to add only
those over age 55. Its child and working age
populations are likely to peak in 2010.

Boston Population by Age
MAPC Projections 1990-2030
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www.bostonindicators.org

When proficiency is used as the standard, data
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show stalled progress

BPS MCAS Proficiency by Race & Ethnicity 2001-2007
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www.bostonindicators.org
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Extrapol ated t ®grdddtsS o
1 %2 in 10 would complete a college degree

2003 3,288 9th graders

2007 2,408 Graduates (63%)

2008. 1,548 Enroll in 2- or 4-year College (64%, 40% of 9th graders)

2014: 549 have graduated from a 2- or 4-year college (35.5%, 14.4% of 9th graders)

www.bostonindicators.org

And global innovative capacity is
shifting East

www.bostonindicators.org




