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The Boston Indicators Project 
coordinated by the Boston Foundation with the City of 

Boston and the Metropolitan Area Planning Council

ITS GOALS ARE TO:

1. To democratize access 
to data & information;

2. To foster informed public 
discourse;

3. To track progress on 
shared civic goals.

The Boston Foundation 

Information. Innovation. Impact.

MISSION: As Greater Bostonôs community foundation, 
the Boston Foundation devotes its resources to 
building and sustaining a vital, prosperous city and 
region, where justice and opportunity are extended 
to everyone. We fulfill this mission in 3 principal ways:

1. Making grants to nonprofit organizations and designing 
special funding initiatives to address this communityôs 
critical challenges; 

2. Working in partnership with donors and other funders to 
achieve high-impact philanthropy; and 

3. Serving as a civic hub and center of information, where 
ideas are shared, levers for change are identified, and 
common agendas for the future are developed. 

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g
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What is an indicator?

Indicators are measures selected for their 

special meaning in that they:

ÅReflect and express community values, interests, 

goals

ÅCreate common ground for dialogue and discourse

ÅProvide a shared ñcontainerò for community 

information, research and knowledge

ÅFoster systemic thinking and collaborative strategies

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g

The Project has a longer time frame 

than a political cycleðthrough 2030--

and 2 tracks: Data and a Civic Agenda

1997 2000                     

2006                     2004                     2002                      

2030

Long 
Term 
Vision

Indicators Data & 
Reports

éupdated website, report every two 
years to measure progress towards a 

vision for 2030

---deepening data, creating tools for 
access to data, training and education

Civic Agenda
civic leadership, 

deliberation, and action on 
a high-leverage civic agenda

2006                     2004                     2002                      
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The Project tracks change and progress in 10 

primary sectors and 5 ñcross-cutsò

PRIMARY SECTORS

1. Civic Vitality

2. Cultural Life & the Arts

3. Economy

4. Education

5. Environment

6. Health

7. Housing

8. Public Safety

9. Technology

10.Transportation

CROSS-CUTTING SECTORS:

Å Boston Neighborhoods 

Å Children & Youth

Å Race & Ethnicity

Å Sustainability

Å Competitiveness

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g

The Project has also issued a biennial 

Boston Indicators Report since 2000
2000: The Wisdom of Our 
Choices: Change, Progress 
and Sustainability - The ñtale of 
two citiesò effect of the two-tiered 
knowledge economy on those 
with & without a good education 
during Bostonôs economic boom

2003: Creativity & Innovation: A 
Bridge to the FutureïBoston a 
3-legged stool of assets: 
institutional & natural 
infrastructure; culture and 
practice of innovation; high-
skilled human capital, BUT, 
young adults choosing other US 
regions because of high costs, 
other factors; need for 
homegrown talent development, 
talent retention, new leadership

2005: Thinking Locally and 

Globally: A Regional Wake Up Call

-Intensifying competition in from other 

US and global regions; the sudden 

loss of iconic corporations; festering 

internal challenges: public education, 

income inequality, health trends, lack 

of the ñcollaborative geneò; an 

Emerging Civic Agenda

2007: A Time Like No Other: 

Charting the Course of the Next 

Revolutionïthe regional impact of 

intensifying global forces; crisis and 

opportunity pairs
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A Time Like No Other

Every day, Boston 
registers the local 
impact of global 
forcesé

ïUnprecedented 
global population 
growth

ïTechnological 
transformation

ïEconomic 
globalization

ïGlobal energy 
demand 

ïGlobal climate 
change 

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g

Global population growth through 2050: 

most in Asia & Africa, least in Europe 

& North America

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g
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Racial-Ethnic Separation/
Global Connectivity

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g

Bostonôs birthrate has declined dramatically 

across all racial/ethnic groups

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g
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With dramaticcontrasts between Bostonôs white 

children and children of color

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g

These racial/ethnic disparities translate into 

geographic, or neighborhood, inequities

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g
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Through 2030, Boston is projected to add only 

those over age 55. Its child and working age 

populations are likely to peak in 2010.

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g

When proficiency is used as the standard, data 

show stalled progress

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g
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Extrapolated to BPSô entering 9th graders, 

1 ½ in 10 would complete a college degree

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g

And global innovative capacity is 

shifting East

w w w. b o s t o n i n d i c a t o r s. o r g


