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Workshop Overview 

 

ÅIntroductions: What brings you here today? 

 

ÅPresentation: Boston Indicators Project as a resource 
for information 

 

ÅExercise: How you use data 



What is the Boston Indicators Project? 

Its goals are to: 

 

Å Democratize access to data & 

information;  

 

Å Foster informed public 

discourse; and  

 

Å Track progress on shared civic 

goals. 



What is an Indicator? 

άLƴ the ΨƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩΣ access to data, including 
statistical data, is much easier. More and more people 

look at statistics to be better informed or to make 
ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦέ 

 

BUT 

 

άLŦ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƳŜǘǊƛŎǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέ 

 
Stiglitz, Sen & FitoussiΣ aƛǎƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ hǳǊ [ƛǾŜǎΥ ²Ƙȅ D5t 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ !ŘŘ ¦Ǉ 



Data: .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ нллл 

2000 2010 



Data: .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ нлмл 



Data: .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ  
by Census Tract 



GOAL: All children have access to arts facilities 
INDICATORΥ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ϧ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōȅ 
neighborhood 



GOAL: All children have access to transportation 
INDICATOR: Children within a ¼ mile of MBTA station 



Progress on this indicator 



GOAL: All children have access to safe pedestrian 
walkways and bikeways 
INDICATOR: Children within a ¼ mile of a bike lane 



 

The Project has a long time frameð

through 2030ðand two tracks:  

1) Data   2) Civic Agenda 

1997 2000                      

2006                      2004                      2002                       

2030 

Long 
Term 
Vision 

 Indicators Data & 
Reports  

éupdated website, report every two 
years to measure progress towards a 

vision for 2030 

---deepening data, creating tools for 
access to data, training and education 

Civic Agenda 
civic leadership,  

deliberation, and action on  
a high-leverage civic agenda 

2006                      2004                      2002                       

Benchmarks aligned to vision for 2030 

Project 

Launch 

Identifying  

indicators 

framework 

1st Report 

The 

Wisdom of 

Our 

Choices 



Measures progress across 10 sectors 

Civic Vitality 

Cultural Life & the Arts 

Economy 

Education 

Environment & Energy 

Health 

Housing 

Public Safety 

Technology 

Transportation 



¢ƻǇƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŎǊƻǎǎ-Ŏǳǘέ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ 

Boston 
Neighborhoods Children & Youth Competitive Edge 

Fiscal Health 
Sustainable 

Development Race & Ethnicity 



2000: The Wisdom of Our Choices 

2001 2003 2005 2007 2008 2009 2011 2012 

ÅBaseline Report 

 

ÅWarned of vulnerability to a 

down-turn 

 

Å Impact of a two-tiered 

knowledge economy 



2001-2002: Creativity & Innovation:  
 A Bridge to the Future  

2001 2003 2005 2007 2008 2009 2011 2012 

ÅFollowed dot.com bust 

 

ÅChallenge of talent 

retention in a cold, high-

cost city 

 

ÅIdentified Bostonôs 

Competitive Advantage 



Challenge: Talent Retention 



2003-2004: Thinking Globally/Acting Locally:  
A Regional Wake Up Call 

 

2001 2003 2005 2007 2008 2009 2011 2012 

ÅGrowing global competition 

as well as other US regions 

 

ÅRegionalism as a solution 

to challenges 

 

ÅGreater Bostonôs Emerging 

Civic Agenda 



Risk of job loss & competition,  
Education: the greatest asset 



2005-2007: A Time Like No Other:  
Charting the Course of the Next Revolution 

 

2001 2003 2005 2007 2008 2009 2011 2012 

ÅBottleneck for Humanity: 

Boston at the center of 

global, historical change 

 

ÅPoints of crisis and 

opportunity for the region 

 

 



Bottleneck for Humanity 



2008-2009: A Great Reckoning:  
Healing a Growing Divide 

2001 2003 2005 2007 2008 2009 2011 2012 

ÅForetold the growing 

challenge of income inequality 

 

ÅHighlight the regionôs ñtrickle 

down demographicsò 

 

ÅDetailed profiles of Bostonôs 

sub-city regions 

 

 

 

 



Inequality at the breaking point 



  
2008: .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜΥ ! wŜǇƻǊǘ 

Card 
 

2001 2003 2005 2007 2008 2009 2011 2012 

ÅBaseline measures of 

opportunity & preparedness 

from cradle to career 

 

Å Inputs as well as outcomes 

 

ÅReprised as a 2.0 presentation 

in 2011 

 

 

 

 



hǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōƛƴŀǊȅΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ άǎƛŘŜ-ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘέ 



2011: The Measure of Poverty 

2001 2003 2005 2007 2008 2009 2011 2012 

ÅThe profile of poverty in 

Boston has changed little in 

the last twenty years 

 

ÅGreat ñhidden povertyò from 

high costs and cliff effect 

 

ÅCuts to programs that mitigate 

the effects of poverty 

 

 

 

 



Poverty is linked to family structure, educational 
attainment and is highly concentrated 


