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How We Use Census Data

The decennial Census and the American Community Survey (ACS) are both surveys
collected by the United States Census Bureau. The Census is a ten question survey of the
entire US population. While the ACS is a sample of the population, it has far more variables
than the Census, and it is done every year. We use these data to help develop policy

advisement and local initiatives for the City of Boston and the Boston Redevelopment
Authority.
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What We Can Do With These Data

Create demographic and economic profiles of a city’s population
What is the racial distribution in Boston?
Analyze specific populations within a city
What are the characteristics of households in Boston with children 0-57?
Create demographic and economic profiles of neighborhoods within a city
How has the racial distribution in Jamaica Plain changed over the last five years?
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With the SF-1 and Redistricting
Census data, and '05-'09 ACS
Estimates we created profiles for
Massachusetts, Boston, and
Boston’s Planning Districts and
Neighborhoods

The Comparison documents
look at race and ethnicity,
housing, and total population
with Boston across Planning
Districts and Neighborhoods

Additional documents and tools
include Boston’s ten year
population trend, race and
ethnicity by City Council
Districts, and the "My
Neighborhood Census Viewer”
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